The  Bollin  Press,  Wilmslow. 


WlLMSLOW. 

10th  October,  1949 . 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Wilmslow 

Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Evans,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  herewith  my 
Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the  district  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1948,  together  with  the  Report  of  the  Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  vital  statistics  continue  to  be  satisfactory  ; 
there  were  again  no  maternal  deaths  this  year  and  the  infantile 
mortality  is  low.  These  variations  can  be  explained  by  “  chance.” 

The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  was  higher 
than  last  year  and  this  is  accounted  for  by  increases  in  scarlet  fever, 
measles,  and  to  a  less  extent,  whooping  cough. 

During  the  year  the  National  Health  Service 
Act,  1946,  came  into  force  and  this  Authority  became  no  longer 
responsible  for  the  hospital  treatment  of  infectious  diseases,  nor 
for  diphtheria  immunisation. 

The  County  Council  has  adopted  a  divisional 
method  of  administration  and  your  Medical  Officer  is  also  Divisional 
Medical  Officer  and  Divisional  School  Medical  Officer.  The  area 
covered  is  that  of  his  three  Authorities.  It  is  too  soon  to  comment 
on  the  working  of  this  arrangement  but  it  appears  to  be  satisfactory 
to  date. 


I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  my  staff  for 
the  work  done,  and  to  other  officials  of  the  Council  for  their  help 
and  co-operation. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Evans,  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

DAVID  G.  ANDERSON, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 
HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  1948. 


Staff : 

Medical  Officer  of  Health : 

D.  G.  ANDERSON,  M.B.,  ch.b.,  d.p.h. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector : 

G.  H.  LANCASTER,  c.r.s.i.,  m.s.i.a.* 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector : 

T.  B.  TREMETHICK,  m.r.s.i.,  m.s.i.a.* 

Holds  the  Special  Diploma  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for  the  inspection 

of  meat  and  other  foods. 


Clerical : 

(To  4th  July.  1948) 

Medical  Officer’s  Office  : 

Mrs.  E.  D.  Somerville 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Office : 

Miss  M.  Fletcher 

(Clerical  Staff  from  5th  July,  1948,  joint  with  Divisional  Medical  Office) 


Medical  Officer’s  Office: 

19,  HIGH  STREET,  CHEADLE,  Cheshire. 

(Tel.  GATley  3201) 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Office : 

GREEN  HALL,  WILMSLOW. 

(Tel.  Wilmslow  2275) 


SECTION  A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 

AREA. 

Area  (in  acres)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  7,705 

Registrar- General’s  estimate  of  resident  population  (mid  1948)  . .  16,510 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1948)  according  to  rate  books  5,267 
Rateable  Value  (end  of  1948)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  £161,258 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  (estimated)  . .  . .  . .  £628 

Social  Conditions  :  The  district,  where  built  up,  is  almost  entirely 
residential,  but  there  is  a  very  considerable  area  which  is  rural  in  character. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 

(after  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transfers  as  furnished  by  the 

Registrar  General). 


Live  Births. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total 

250 

120 

130 

Legitimate 

238 

116 

122 

Illegitimate 

12 

4 

8 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  . . 

15.1 

Illegitimate  births  per  1,000 

live  births 

48 

Still  Births. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total 

12 

6 

6 

Legitimate 

12 

6 

6 

Illegitimate 

— - 

— 

— 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and 

still  births 

9  •  •  • 

45.8 

Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  . .  0.72 


Deaths  (All  Causes). 


Total.  Males.  Females. 

179  89  90 


Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 


10.8 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

(Headings  29  and  30  of  the  Registrar-General’s  Short  List)  : — 

Death  rate  per  1,000 
Deaths.  total  ( Live  and  Still ) 

Births. 

No.  29- — Puerperal  and  Post  Abortive 

Sepsis  .  .  . .  . .  . .  • —  — 

No.  30 — Other  Maternal  Causes  . .  —  — 


Total  Maternal 

Deaths  of  Infants 

Causes 

under  one  year 

of  age. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

5 

2 

3 

Legitimate 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

5 

2 

3 

Illegitimate 

.  . 

— 

— 

— 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age. 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  23 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  live  births  . .  . .  21 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate  live  births  . .  . .  — 
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Comparison  with  England  and  Wales. 


Birth 

Death 

Maternal 

Infant 

Rate. 

Rate. 

Mortality. 

Mortality. 

Wilmslow  Urban  District . . 

15.1 

10.8 

— 

20 

England  and  Wales 

17.9 

10.8 

0.86 

34 

Deaths  from  certain  Special  Causes : — 

Cancer  (all  ages) 

Measles  (all  ages) 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 
Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 
Influenza  (all  ages) 

Pneumonia  (all  ages) 

Tuberculosis — Pulmonary  (all  ages) 


23 

1 


5 

2 


There  have  not  been  any  cases  of  sickness  or  invalidity  which  have  been 
specially  noteworthy  in  the  area.  There  is  no  evidence  of  any  conditions  of 
occupation  or  environment  which  appear  to  have  had  a  prejudicial  effect  on 
health. 


SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA. 

(a)  Staff. 

A  list  of  the  staff  is  given  at  the  beginning  of  the  Report. 

Duties  : — 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  restricted  from  private  practice, 
and  is  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Urban  Districts  of  Alderley 
Edge,  Cheadle  and  Gatley,  and  Wilmslow.  Up  to  the  4th  July, 
1948,  he  was  also  Medical  Adviser  to  the  North  Cheshire  Joint 
Hospital  Board  and,  by  arrangement  with  the  Cheshire  County 
Council,  Clinical  Medical  Officer  to  certain  of  the  County  Council 
Child  Welfare  Centres.  From  the  5th  July,  1948,  in  place  of  these 
latter  appointments  he  is  Divisional  Medical  Officer  for  the  Cheadle 
and  Wilmslow  Divisional  Health  Committee— the  boundaries  of 
which  coincide  with  his  area  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  also 
with  the  Education  Division. 

Both  Sanitary  Inspectors  are  full  time  in  the  employment  of 
the  Council.  The  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  is  also  Rodent  Officer, 
and  Inspector  under  the  Petroleum  Acts.  He  is  responsible  for  the 
removal  and  disposal  of  house  refuse,  including  salvage. 


4 


(b)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

During  the  year  the  main  laboratory  was  transferred  from  the 
University  of  Manchester  to  the  Regional  Public  Health  Laboratory 
at  Monsall,  and  most  of  the  work  is  carried  out  there,  but  the 
Stockport  Infirmary  Pathological  Department  and  the  Pathological 
Laboratory,  Stepping  Hill  Hospital,  Stockport,  are  still  available. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  service  now  undertakes  all  the 
examinations  free  of  cost  to  the  Council,  where  required  for  the 
prevention,  ascertainment  or  control  of  infectious  diseases. 

(c)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

Up  to  the  4th  July,  1948,  one  ambulance  was  maintained  by  the 
District  Council. 

From  the  5th  July  the  service  was  taken  over  by  the  Cheshire 
County  Council,  and  is  administered  at  the  Divisional  level. 
During  the  day  two  ambulances  are  stationed  at  Wilmslow,  and  at 
night  one  of  these  ambulances  is  garaged  at  Alderley  Edge,  the 
ambulance  driver  residing  next  door  to  the  ambulance.  At  Cheadle 
there  are  two  ambulances  maintained  by  the  St.  John  Ambulance 
Brigade,  who  carry  out  the  service  on  a  contract  basis. 

(d)  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

No  change. 

( e )  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

No  change — except  that  from  the  5th  July,  1948,  the  control 
of  the  service  is  in  the  hands  of  the  County  Council,  and  not  under 
the  control  of  Voluntary  Committees. 

(/)  Hospitals,  Public  and  Voluntary. 

The  change  on  the  5th  July,  1948,  has  so  far  made  little  difference 
in  regard  to  the  hospitals  which  are  utilised  for  the  district. 


SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

(a)  Water  Supply. 

The  water  is  supplied  by  the  Stockport  Corporation  Water 
Department,  and  the  supply  has  been  satisfactory  both  in  quality 
and  quantity.  No  bacteriological  examination  has  been  made  by 
this  Authority  during  the  year,  but  weekly  samples  are  taken  by  the 
Water  Department  of  the  filtered  and  treated  water  for  examination, 
and  of  the  raw  water  monthly,  for  chemical  and  bacteriological 
examination. 
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I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Dearden,  the  Engineer  of  the  Water 
Department,  Stockport,  for  the  following  information  : — 

“  The  supply  to  Wilmslow  is  from  the  Goyt  Valley  source, 
which  is  near  Buxton,  and  is  from  upland  sources.  The  boreholes 
at  Wilmslow  have  not  been  used  for  some  time,  but  are  kept  as 
a  standby  supply.  The  service  reservoir  for  the  Goyt  supply  is 
at  High  Lane,  Marple. 

The  analyses  are  taken  as  the  water  is  put  into  supply  from 
the  works,  and  there  has  been  no  individual  sampling  from  the 
main. 

There  is  no  liability  to  plumbo-solvent  action,  the  total 
hardness  being  4.9.” 

Forty-nine  houses  are  not  supplied  from  the  public  mains,  and 
there  are  5,267  houses  on  the  rate  books. 

Three  houses  are  supplied  from  a  main  standpipe. 

The  scheme  for  extension  of  the  water  mains  referred  to  in  my 
last  report  has  been  commenced  and  a  full  description  is  given  in 
the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report.  When  it  is  completed  in  b11 
4,550  yards  of  new  water  main  will  have  been  put  in  use. 


(b)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

There  has  been  no  expansion  here  other  than  that  required  for 
new  housing  sites. 

(c)  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

This  is  fully  dealt  with  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report.  The 
speeding  up  of  the  collection  of  refuse  by  a  few  days  is  a  definite 
improvement,  but  labour  difficulties  still  prevent  a  weekly  collection, 
which  is  the  minimum  that  should  be  aimed  at. 

The  twice-weekly  emptying  of  pail  closets  has  been  continued; 
but  that  this  is  only  a  stop-gap,  until  proper  sewerage  can  be  provided, 
is  not  lost  sight  of.  Sixteen  premises  previously  on  a  conservancy 
system  were  connected  to  the  sewer  during  the  year. 


(d)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report  is  again  given  at  the  end 
of  this  report,  and  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  satisfactory  one. 


(e)  Disinfestation. 

Fifty-two  rooms  in  19  premises  were  treated  for  the  destruction 
of  various  insect  pests.  There  were  two  cases  of  bed  bug  infestation, 
not  in  Council  Houses.  In  two  cases  the  bedding  and  furniture  of 
prospective  Council  house  tenants  were  treated  with  hydrocyanic  acid 
gas  during  removal. 
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SECTION  D.  HOUSING. 


Existing  Houses. 

Official  representations  were  made  to  the  Council  in  respect  of 
2  houses,  and  2  Demolition  Orders  were  made. 


New  Houses  (since  1945). 

Council. 

Houses  completed  :  Permanent  . .  . .  . .  272 

Temporary  . .  . .  . .  40 

Houses  under  construction  :  Permanent  . .  . .  0 

Temporary  . .  . .  0 

Houses  authorised  but  not  yet  commenced  . .  . .  0 


Total  . .  . .  . .  312 


Private  Enterprise. 

Houses  completed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  90 

Houses  under  construction  . .  . .  . .  . .  0 

Houses  for  which  licences  had  been  issued  but  not 

yet  commenced  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  0 


Total  . .  . .  . .  90 


SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

A  full  report  is  given  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  The  higher 
proportion  of  samples  giving  good  results  on  examination,  reported 
last  year,  has  been  maintained,  indeed  slightly  improved,  and  I 
think  this  is  probably  due  to  the  extra  time  that  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  have  been  able  to  give  to  this  section  of  their  work. 
The  results  on  examinations  of  pasteurised  milk  are  good. 

The  Laboratory  difficulties  with  regard  to  the  examination  of 
milk  samples  for  Tuberculosis  no  longer  existed  this  year  and  in 
consequence  three  times  the  number  of  samples  were  taken  and 
twice  the  number  of  positive  results  obtained. 

The  high  proportion  among  accredited  milks  again  demonstrates 
that  clinical  examination  of  herds  is  not  sufficient  to  exclude  the 
presence  of  tuberculosis,  and  emphasises  the  necessity  for  the 
pasteurisation  of  all  milk. 


7 


(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

There  is  no  change  in  the  methods  of  dealing  with  meat. 

( c )  Adulteration,  Etc. 

The  Authority  for  this  is  the  County  Council,  and  I  am  indebted 
to  the  District  Inspector,  Mr.  F.  J.  Perkins,  for  the  following 
information  : — 

Year  ending  31st  December,  1948,  27  samples  of  milk  were 
taken  and  none  reported  against  ;  10  samples  of  other  foods 

were  taken  and  none  was  reported  against. 
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SECTION  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


(a)  General. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  of  each  disease 
notified  during  the  year.  The  number  of  original  notifications  is 
given  and  also  the  number  after  correction  of  the  diagnosis  by  the 
attendant  Medical  Practitioner,  or  in  view  of  subsequent  history  in 


hospital. 

Civilian. 

Non- Civilian. 

Disease. 

Original.. 

Corrected. 

Original. 

Corrected. 

Scarlet  Fever 

25 

25 

40 

40 

Diphtheria  . . 

3 

2 

— — 

— 

Dysentery 

1 

— 

■ — 

■ — - 

Pneumonia  , . 

19 

19 

5 

5 

Food  Poisoning 

4 

4 

- — • 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

2 

— - 

— 

Measles 

..  280 

280 

— 

— - 

Whooping  Cough 

64 

64 

— 

— 

Total 

. .  358 

396 

45 

45 

The  confirmed  cases  of  diphtheria  were  both  unimmunised 
adults. 
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(b)  Tuberculosis. 

The  following  table  gives  the  incidence  of  and  mortality  from 
this  disease  during  the  year  : — 

Respiratory.  N on-Respiratory . 

Males.  Females.  Total.  Males.  Females.  Total. 

New  Cases  (i.e.3  Primary 
notifications  in¬ 
cluding  Armed 

Forces’  Discharges)  4  7  11  1  6  7 

Deaths  ....  1  1  2  —  —  — 


(c)  Laboratory  Examinations. 


The  following  table  shows  the  total  specimens  dealt  with  at  the 
laboratories  : — 


Positive.  Negative. 


Diphtheria 

Haemolytic  Streptococci 
Sputa 


0 

1 
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(d)  Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

To  4th  July,  1948,  113  children  were  immunised  during  1948 
making  a  total  of  2,102  children  immunised  since  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  scheme  in  1939.  The  responsibility  is  now  that  of  the 
Local  Health  Authority. 
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SECTION  G. 


Factories  Act,  1938. 

The  following  are  portions  of  the  return,  made  under  Section  128 
(3),  for  which  there  were  figures  to  be  recorded  : — 

Part  I  of  the  Act 

1.- — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 


inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 

• _ 

• 

Number  on 

Number  of 

Premises . 

Register. 

Inspections. 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3, 

4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

46 

15 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  . . 

67 

36 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’  premises) 

3 

_____ 

- — 

Total 

116 

51 

2. — -Cases  in  which  defects  were  found  : — 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  . . 

1 

1 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) — 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  . . 

3 

1 

Other  Offences 

3 

3 

Total 

8 

5 

Outwork.  Sections  110  and  111  :  Nil. 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  DEATHS  (1948). 


No. 

Cause  of  Death 

M 

F 

1 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

— 

— 

2 

Cerebro-spinal  fever . 

— 

— 

3 

Scarlet  fever . 

— 

— 

4 

Whooping  cough  . 

— 

— 

5 

Diphtheria  . 

— 

— 

6 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  ... 

1 

1 

7 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  . 

— 

— 

8 

Syphilitic  diseases  . 

1 

— 

9 

Influenza  . 

— 

— 

10 

Measles  ... 

— 

1 

11 

Acute  poliomyelitis  &  polioencephalitis.. 

— 

— 

12 

Acute  infectious  encephalitis . 

— 

— 

13 

Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and  oesopha¬ 
gus  (M)  Cancer  of  uterus  (F) 

1 

2 

14 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

— 

1 

15 

Cancer  of  breast  . 

— 

1 

16 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  . 

12 

6 

17 

Diabetes  . 

1 

1 

18 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions . 

11 

16 

19 

Heart  disease . 

37 

31 

20 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system... 

4 

11 

21 

Bronchitis  . 

3 

4 

22 

Pneumonia  . 

2 

3 

23 

Other  respiratory  diseases  . 

— 

— 

24 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

— 

— 

25 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ... 

— 

— 

26 

Appendicitis  . 

1 

— 

27 

Other  digestive  diseases  . 

— .■ 

2 

28 

Nephritis  . 

2 

— 

29 

Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis  ... 

— 

— 

30 

Other  maternal  causes  . 

— 

— 

31 

Premature  birth  . 

— 

1 

32 

Congenital  malformation,  birth  injury, 
infantile  diseases  . 

3 

1 

33 

Suicide . 

1 

— 

34 

Road  traffic  accidents  . 

1 

— 

35 

Other  violent  causes . 

1 

1 

36 

All  other  causes  . 

7 

7 

All  causes 

89 

90 

Note. — The  number  given  refers  to  the  Registrar  General’s  Short  List  based 
on  the  fifth  (1938)  Revision  of  the  International  List  of  Causes  of  Death. 
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WILMSLOW  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Public  Health  Department, 
Greenhall, 

Wilmslow. 

1st  July ,  1949. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Evans  and  Gentlemen, 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  FOR  1948. 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  annual  report  on  the  work  of 
the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department  for  the  year  1948. 

Among  the  information  required  by  the  Minister  of  Health  to 
be  included  in  the  Annual  Report  is  the  number  and  nature  of 
inspections  made,  and  the  number  of  Notices  served  as  a  result  of 
those  inspections.  The  following  table  supplies  this  information 
and  shows  that  the  number  of  visits  paid  by  your  Sanitary  Inspectors 
was  slightly  below  the  average  for  previous  years,  which  were 
exceptional  because  of  special  circumstances,  and  the  number  of 
Notices  it  was  found  necessary  to  serve  was  also  lower  than  in 
recent  years.  In  all  cases  where  Statutory  Notices  were  served 
they  were  complied  with  without  having  to  take  legal  proceedings. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


Nature  of  Inspections. 

No.  of 
Visits. 

Informal 

Notices 

Served. 

Informal  Statutory 
Notices  Notices 
Complied  Served. 

Statutory 

Notices 

Complied 

Housing. 

Houses  Inspected  under 
P.H.A . 

505 

102 

with. 

90 

7 

with. 

7 

Re-inspections  under 
P.H.A . 

4r2 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Houses  Inspected  under 
Housing  Acts 

31 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Re-inspections  under 
Housing  Acts 

45 

— 

— 

— 

— 

General. 

Refuse  Collection  and 
Disposal 
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Infectious  Disease 

34 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Water  Supply 

52 

4 

3 

— 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

25 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Stables  and  Piggeries  . . 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Smoke  Observations  . . 

10 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Public  Conveniences  .  . 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Factories  and  Work¬ 
places 

42 

8 

5 

— 

— 

Shop  Acts  . .  t . 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Petroleum  Acts 

27 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Special  Visits  . . 

123 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruc¬ 
tion  .  . 

48 

13 

10 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  Immunisa¬ 
tion  .  . 

50 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

Slaughterhouses  . .  39 

Butchers’  Shops  and 
Stalls 

37 

2 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Wet  Fish  Shops 

21 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Food  Shops 

43 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Bakehouses 

19 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Restaurant  Kitchens  . . 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ice  Cream  Premises  . . 

49 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cowsheds,  Dairies  and 
Milkshops  . . 

335 

12 

11 

— 

— 

2282 

144 

122 

7 

7 

13 


COMPLAINTS 


During  the  year  209  complaints  were  registered  by  the  public 
and  each  complaint  was  investigated  within  24  hours  and  the 
appropriate  action  taken  where  necessary.  The  following  analysis 
shows  the  type  of  complaints  received. 


Defective  Housing  Conditions  . .  . .  . .  36 

Dampness  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Choked  and  Defective  Drains  and  Cesspools  . .  38 

Insanitary  Condition  of  Ditches  . .  . .  . .  4 

Flooding  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 

Accumulations  of  Refuse  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 

Defective  Dustbins  and  Insanitary  Ashpits  , .  . .  4 

Sanitary  Accommodation  . .  . .  . .  . .  8 

Offensive  Odours  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Smoke  Nuisances  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

Unsound  Food  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  25 

Milk — Dirty  Cans  and  Bottles  . .  . .  . .  2 

— Adulteration  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Catering  Establishments  .  „  . .  . .  . .  1 

Water  Supply  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Rats  and  Mice  Infestation  . .  . .  . .  . .  38 

Verminous  and  Dirty  Premises  . .  . .  . .  4 

Keeping  of  Domestic  Animals  . .  . .  . .  5 

Miscellaneous  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 
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DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION. 
Verminous  Premises. 

Wilmslow  is  very  free  from  any  serious  infestation  of  vermin. 
The  chief  cause  of  complaint  is  the  cockroach  which  is  found 
mainly  in  the  old  cottage  property  in  the  district.  Bed  bugs  are 
not  prevalent  and  only  two  cases  were  dealt  with  during  the  year. 
The  disinfestation  work  carried  out  was  as  follows  : — 


No.  of  Premises 

No.  of  Rooms 
Sprayed  or 
Fumigated 

Household 
Effects  treated 

Bed  Bugs 

2 

8 

2 

Other  Vermin  ... 

17 

44 

— 

19 

52 

2 

14 


Infectious  Diseases. 

There  was  no  serious  outbreak  of  infectious  diseases  requiring 
extensive  disinfection.  This  work  was  necessary  at  only  eight 
houses. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

As  there  were  no  major  extensions  to  the  sewers  during  the 
year  the  position  remains  the  same  as  regards  the  number  of  earth 
closets  and  privies  in  use,  although  wherever  possible  isolated 
improvements  were  made  and  altogether  sixteen  premises  were 
connected  to  the  sewer  and  provided  with  modern  sanitation. 


HOUSING. 

Individual  Unfit  Houses. 

Two  Demolition  Orders  were  made  under  Section  11  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936,  in  respect  of  the  following  houses  because  they 
were  considered  to  be  unfit  and  unsafe  for  human  habitation, 
namely  : — 

No.  140,  Wilmslow  Road,  Handforth. 

No.  142,  Wilmslow  Road,  Handforth. 

Three  other  unfit  houses  were  closed  voluntarily  by  the  owners 
without  statutory  action  being  taken,  viz. 

No.  39,  Wilmslow  Road,  Handforth. 

No.  37,  Station  Road,  Handforth. 

No.  60,  Hawthorn  Street,  Wilmslow. 

Compliance  with  Demolition  Orders. 

Ten  dwellings  including  one  shed  on  the  refuse  tip  were 
demolished  during  the  year.  Some  of  these  demolitions  were  the 
result  of  Demolition  Orders  made  in  the  previous  year. 

Dwellings  on  Council  Land  at  Newgate. 

The  last  of  the  sheds  used  as  dwellings  on  the  land  in  the 
Newgate  area  owned  by  the  Council  was  removed  during  the  course 
of  the  year,  and  there  are  now  no  dwellings  of  a  temporary  character 
on  this  land. 
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INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 


Meat. 

There  is  no  Government  controlled  slaughterhouse  in  the  area 
and  the  amount  of  meat  inspection  therefore  which  has  to  be 
carried  out  at  the  time  of  slaughter  is  very  small.  The  number  of 
domestic  pig- keepers  in  the  area  increased  greatly  towards  the  end 
of  the  year,  and  many  of  them  prefer  to  have  their  pigs  killed  locally 
rather  than  send  them  some  distance  to  one  of  the  above  slaughter¬ 
houses.  In  such  cases  all  animals  killed  in  the  district  under  licences 
issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  receive  a  post  mortem  examination. 
The  number  of  pigs  inspected  during  1948  was  34  of  which  four 
were  found  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis.  These  inspections 
and  visits  to  butchers’  shops  resulted  in  the  following  amounts  of 
meat  being  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 


Home  Killed  lbs. 

Reef  Si 

Pig’s  Heads  (2)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  24 

„  Mesenteries  (2)  . .  . .  . .  . .  12 

,,  Pluck  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  8 


49J  lbs. 

Imported  lbs. 

Corned  Beef  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Total  Weight  55  J  lbs. 


Other  Foods. 

96  certificates  have  been  issued  to  food  retailers  condemning 
as  unfit  for  human  consumption  23  cwt.  82  lbs.  of  various  foodstuffs 
made  up  as  follows  : — 

Tinned  Goods  Condemned  : — 

lbs. 


Vegetables  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  85 

Preserves  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  21 J 

Milk  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  34J 

Fruit  and  Fruit  Juices  . .  . .  . .  . .  47J 

Meat  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  17| 

Fish  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  71 

Soup  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Sweet  Corn  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Mussels  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  13 

Fish  and  Meat  Paste  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1J 


2  cwt.  13 Jibs. 
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Other  Foods  Condemned  : — 

cwt.  lbs. 

Fruit .  7  89 

Bacon  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  20 

Oatmeal  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6  84 

Dried  Vegetables  . .  . .  . .  . .  100 

Cheese . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  20J 

Butter  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2J 

Sausages  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  11 

Chocolates  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  48 

Suet  . .  . .  . .  . .  ...  . .  7 

Dried  Egg  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  \ 

Walnuts  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2\ 

Semolina  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Pickles,  Sauces  and  Preserves  . .  . .  8-f 

Fish  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4  48  £ 

Fish  Cakes  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  13| 

Eggs .  10J 

Boiling  Fowls  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  50 


21  cwt.  68 f  lbs. 


MILK  SUPPLY 

The  number  of  cowkeepers  and  dairymen  on  the  register  either 
producing  and/or  retailing  milk  in  the  area  is  as  follows  : — 

Cow-keepers . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  69 

Dairymen  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Retailers  from  outside  districts  . .  . .  7 

The  number  of  farms  at  which  milk  is  produced  has  been 
increased  by  three  during  the  year.  More  farmers  are  becoming 
interested  in  producing  one  of  the  designated  milks  and  many  are 
finding  it  well  worth  while  to  improve  their  stock,  premises,  and 
equipment,  in  order  to  obtain  a  licence  from  the  County  Council 
which  will  enable  them  to  use  the  designation  Tuberculin  Tested 
or  Accredited,  and  to  receive  a  higher  price  for  their  milk.  Nearly 
half  the  farms  in  Wilmslow  are  now  producing  one  of  the  graded 
milks  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  list  : 

Tuberculin  Tested  farms 

Accredited  farms 

Non-designated  farms  . 


4 

28 

37 

69 
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Inspection  of  Farms  and  Dairies. 

The  routine  inspection  of  farms  and  dairies  has  been  continued 
without  interruption  and  two  samples  of  milk  have  been  taken  from 
nearly  every  farm  for  examination  for  cleanliness.  The  farmer  is 
informed  of  the  result  of  each  sample  taken  whether  it  is  good  or 
bad  within  a  few  days  of  the  sample  being  taken.  When 
unsatisfactory  results  are  obtained,  the  farmer  is  interviewed  with 
a  view  to  ascertaining  the  cause  of  the  unsatisfactory  sample  and 
preventing  if  possible  its  recurrence.  The  results  of  the  year’s 
examinations  are  shown  in  the  following  table  underneath  which 
is  reproduced  the  results  obtained  in  1946  and  1947.  From  a 
comparison  of  these  figures  it  will  be  seen  that  there  has  been  a 
steady  improvement  in  the  cleanliness  of  the  milk  supply  over  the 
last  three  years. 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk 


Designation 

No.  of  Samples  Taken 

From  From 

Farms  Dairies  Total 

Good 

Classification 
Unsatis- 
Fair  factory 

Spoilt 

Tuberculin  Tested 

5 

— 

5 

4 

1 

— 

— - 

Accredited  . . 

.  52 

- — ■ 

52 

41 

2 

8 

1 

Ungraded  .  . 

.  61 

— 

61 

49 

4 

8 

— 

Total 

.  118 

— 

118 

94 

7 

16 

1 

Year  1947  . 

.  119 

4 

123 

97 

1 

25 

— 

Year  1946  . 

.  153 

7 

160 

81 

18 

61 

— 

THE  MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDERS 

1936-1946 


Pasteurised  Milk. 

It  is  worth  noting  that  all  the  samples  of  milk  pasteurised  locally 
satisfied  the  bacteriological  standard  laid  down  by  the  above 
Regulations,  and  in  addition  they  were  all  sufficiently  heat-treated. 
Whilst  all  the  samples  from  outside  sources  also  complied  with  the 
bacteriological  standard  three  samples  had  not  received  proper  heat 
treatment  or  small  quantities  of  raw  milk  had  been  added  after 
treatment.  These  results  were  immediately  brought  to  the  notice 
of  the  Authorities  in  whose  district  the  milk  was  pasteurised.  The 
following  table  is  a  summary  of  the  samples  taken  during  the  course 
of  the  year  : — 

Pasteurised  Milk 


From  Local  Dairy 

From  outside  sources 

No. 

Satis¬ 

Unsatis¬ 

Satis¬ 

Unsatis¬ 

Taken 

factory 

factory 

factory 

factory 

Methylene  Blue  Test 

32 

11 

— 

21 

— 

Phosphatase  Test  . . 

32 

11 

18 

' 

18 

3 

EXAMINATION  OF  MILK  FOR  TUBERCULOSIS. 


Eight  cows  were  found  to  be  giving  tuberculous  milk  which  is 
the  largest  number  that  has  been  discovered  in  any  one  year.  Last 
year  we  were  unable  to  take  the  usual  number  of  samples  owing  to 
a  shortage  of  guinea  pigs,  but  this  year  three  times  the  number  of 
samples  has  been  taken  and  twice  the  number  of  positive  results 
obtained,  which  emphasises  the  importance  of  taking  samples  at 
regular  intervals  otherwise  cows  giving  tuberculous  milk  may  be 
milked  without  detection  for  lengthy  periods.  It  is  surprising  that 
six  of  the  eight  positive  results  were  found  in  graded  herds  where 
the  animals  receive  a  closer  clinical  examination.  As  a  result  of 
these  samples  five  animals  were  removed  from  different  herds  and 
slaughtered.  In  the  other  three  cases  the  infected  animals  could 
not  be  traced,  due  to  changes  in  the  herd  or  for  other  reasons. 
Enquiries  made  at  the  time  showed  that  the  milk  from  these  farms 
was  being  sent  to  a  pasteurising  establishment. 

SUMMARY  OF  SAMPLES  EXAMINED  FOR  TUBERCULOSIS 


Designation. 

No.  of 
Samples 
Taken. 

Positive. 

Negative.  . 

Experiments 

Spoilt. 

Tuberculin  Tested 

5 

— 

5 

— 

Accredited 

54 

6 

46 

2 

Ungraded 

59 

2 

57 

— 

Totals 

118 

8 

108 

2 

ICE  CREAM. 

The  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947,  which 
have  now  been  in  operation  over  a  year,  require  every  manufacturer 
to  heat  treat  and  cool  the  ice  cream  in  the  manner  laid  down  by  the 
Regulations,  which  call  for  the  provision  of  certain  equipment, 
except  in  the  cases  where  ice  cream  is  made  from  a  specially  prepared 
powder  to  which  only  water  is  added. 

I  have  found  that  the  enforcement  of  these  Regulations  in 
Wilmslow  has  had  the  effect  of  reducing  the  number  of  manufacturers, 
as  many  of  the  small  traders,  who  only  occasionally  make  ice  cream, 
do  not  consider  it  worth  while  to  provide  the  necessary  equipment 
and  prefer  to  buy  their  supplies  from  one  of  the  large  wholesalers. 

This  is  far  better  from  the  Public  Health  point  of  view,  as  the 
large  firms  usually  devote  more  attention  to  the  requirements  of  the 
regulations  and  have  better  facilities  and  accommodation  for  making 
the  ice  cream,  which  is  usually  also  wrapped  or  packed  ready  for 
sale,  thus  reducing  the  risk  of  contamination  to  a  minimum. 
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During  the  year  the  number  of  manufacturers  in  Wilmslow 
decreased  from  13  to  9  and  the  number  of  retailers  only  increased 
from  9  to  19. 

Because  of  the  arrangements  which  have  to  be  made  in  advance 
with  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  and  the  uncertainty  of  obtaining 
ice  cream  on  a  particular  day,  the  taking  of  samples  is  somewhat 
difficult. 

Twelve  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  and  they  have  been 
graded  in  accordance  with  the  classification  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health  which  is  as  follows  : — 


Total.  Grade  I.  Grade  II.  Grade  III. 

Grade  IV. 

Manufactured 

6  3  11 

1 

Locally. 

Made  else¬ 

where 

6  3-2 

1 

12  6  1  3 

2 

These  results  are  an  improvement  on  the  previous  year  but 
there  are  still  too  many  samples  in  grades  3  and  4. 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 


During  the  year  the  consent  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  was 
obtained  to  the  laying  of  4,552  yards  of  new  water  main  along  the 
following  lengths  of  road  : — 


yds. 

(1)  Newgate  Road,  Wilmslow  ...  ...  793 

(2)  Altrincham  Road,  Styal ...  ...  ...  2286 

(3)  Prestbury  Road,  Wilmslow  ...  ...  363 

(4)  Altrincham  Road,  Wilmslow  ...  ...  750 

(5)  Moss  Lane,  Styal  .  193 

(6)  Altrincham  Road,  Wilmslow  ...  ...  167 


The  Council  entered  into  the  usual  agreement  with  the  Stockport 
Corporation,  and  the  laying  of  the  first  length  of  main  was  com¬ 
menced  on  8th  September,  1948.  The  mains  are  to  be  laid  in  the 
order  indicated  above,  and  before  the  end  of  the  year  Newgate  Road 
was  completed  and  Altrincham  Road  was  well  in  hand.  At  first, 
the  Ministry  of  Health  only  agreed  to  the  laying  of  the  three  short 
lengths  numbered  3,  5  and  6,  but  after  the  submission  of  a  detailed 
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report  showing  the  urgent  need  for  a  supply  in  the  other  areas, 
consent  was  eventually  obtained  for  the  other  extensions.  Only 
two  lengths  were  turned  down  and  these  would  supply  one  house 
only  in  each  case. 

Before  the  Ministry  would  agree,  up  to  date  information  as  to 
the  condition  of  the  water  supplies  in  the  area  had  to  be  obtained, 
which  meant  that  the  various  wells  in  the  areas  concerned  had  to 
be  specially  sampled  and  the  water  bacteriologically  and  chemically 
examined. 

Water  Samples — Wells. 

Seven  samples  of  well  water  were  submitted  for  examination  of 
which  four  were  unfit  for  drinking  purposes,  two  were  of  doubtful 
quality  and  only  one  was  certified  as  wholesome. 

Main  Supply. 

A  routine  sample  of  water  taken  from  the  main  supply  of  the 
Stockport  Corporation  at  a  house  in  the  district,  was  certified  to 
be  of  a  very  high  degree  of  organic  purity  and  free  from  lead 
contamination. 

Provision  of  Main  supplies  in  Houses. 

Six  houses  have  been  provided  with  a  piped  supply  of  main 
water  inside  the  premises  during  the  year.  There  are  now  49  houses 
not  connected  to  a  main  supply,  and  this  number  will  be  further 
reduced  during  the  coming  year  when  some  of  the  other  mains 
are  completed. 


RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  County  Council  decided  to 
delegate  its  powers  under  the  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act, 
1919,  to  the  Local  District  Councils,  and  from  the  1st  April,  1948, 
the  Wilmslow  Council  became  the  responsible  Authority  for  the 
administration  of  the  above  Act  in  respect  of  non- agricultural 
properties. 

The  Council  also  agreed  to  accept  the  terms  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries’  circular  with  regard  to  financial 
arrangements  for  Rodent  Control,  which  entitles  the  Council  to  a 
50  per  cent,  grant  on  all  approved  expenditure  after  the  cost  of 
treating  business  premises  and  the  amounts  recovered  from  the 
occupiers  of  private  dwellings  have  been  deducted.  This  grant  is 
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only  obtainable  providing  the  Local  Authority  maintains  an 
adequate  organisation  for  effective  rodent  control  and  complies 
with  the  Ministry’s  requirements  on  the  methods  to  be  employed. 

There  are  no  serious  infestations  in  the  district,  and  most  of  the 
cases  which  have  to  be  dealt  with  consist  of  small  colonies  which 
are  invariably  found  near  premises  where  poultry,  pigs,  or  other 
animals  are  kept,  food,  which  is  often  left  lying  about,  being  the 
attraction. 

Where  necessary  all  Council  properties  were  treated  during  the 
year  and  the  sewers  were  also  test  baited  but  no  evidence  of  any 
sewer  infestation  was  found. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  performed  by  the  Rat 


Catcher  during  the  year  :• — 

No.  of  premises  surveyed  . .  . .  . .  . .  524 

Number  of  Premises  treated  . .  , .  . .  . .  75 

Methods  employed — Poisoning  : 

No.  of  pre-baits  laid  . .  2,095 

No.  of  poison  baits  laid  . .  710 

No.  of  post  baits  laid  . .  514 

Results  obtained  :  No.  of  bodies  found  . .  . .  222 


Cost  of  treatments  recoverable  from  occupiers  £84.  10.  0. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 
Collection. 

No  change  took  place  in  the  refuse  collection  service  during 
this  year,  which  calls  for  special  comment,  although  several  steps 
were  taken  by  the  Council  which  will  have  the  effect  of  improving 
the  service  in  the  future. 

Among  these  was  the  placing  on  order  of  a  new  type  of  refuse 
collection  vehicle  and  the  appointment  of  a  Foreman  to  supervise 
the  outside  staff.  As  the  vehicle  will  not  be  delivered  until  1950 
and  the  Foreman  did  not  commence  his  duties  until  December  1948, 
neither  of  these  factors  affects  the  year  under  review. 

Disposal. 

The  manner  of  disposing  of  house  refuse  by  tipping  at  Newgate 
remains  unchanged.  The  Air  Ministry  de-requisitioned,  on  the 
25th  of  March,  1948,  that  part  of  the  refuse  tip  which  for  several 
years  they  have  used  as  an  aircraft  dump. 
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STAFF. 


Once  again  there  was  no  change  in  the  technical  or  clerical 
Staff  of  the  Department,  and  I  wish  to  record  my  thanks  to  the 
Staff  for  their  able  assistance  during  the  course  of  the  year. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Evans  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  H.  LANCASTER, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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